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deal with nature, man and God and refer to God as a
personal or supra-personal Being, who, as the source of all
finite beings, has spiritual relations with them and redeems
them from their career of ignorance, evil and ugliness. It
is our task now to explain the methods by which they may
be viewed as aspects of one synthetic view of religion which
breaks down the barriers of departmental thinking and heals
all disorders. This view involves a deep comparative study of
the world religions from the idealistic as different from the
genetic stand-point. To clarify its nature, it may be sub-
divided into a number of problems.

WHAT IS THE AUTHORITY OF RELIGION ?

Is it revelational faith or philosophic thinking or direct
intuition ? Each of these has its own values. Faith has a
certain fixity and finality and it does not admit of doubt or
compromise. This is the province of theology. Theology
makes reason subservient to faith and deduces its dogmas and
doctrines from the given truths.  Doubting these dogmas
becomes a heresy and a capital offence. Theology is thus
fatally opposed to philosophy ; but philosophy revolts against
the dogmatism of theology and seeks to find out the nature of
truth by intellectual speculation. It dissects all thoughts by
doubting them but ends with ultimate doubts. Thus theology
and reason are extremes leading to dogmatism on the one
hand and agnosticism on the other. It is at this stage that
mysticism steps in and it says that God can be directly
experienced and this experience is the best proof of the
existence of God. The synthetic method gives a place to
each of these stand-points and defines scripture as a body of
ultimate truths or verities which can be verified by personal
experience and thus rationally justified,